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ELQQR DEBATE

proposals we've d i s c u s s e d  in committee, and I guess I would 
me ntion t hat this is somet h i n g  we have t a k e n  v e r y  seriously in 
the Educa t i o n  Commi t t e e  and w ill c ontinue to w o r k  on. I don't 
b e lieve t h i s...this is the final answer, bu t  it is an 
improvement. An d  it's, obviously, a v e r y  important issue, both 
in terms of us e  of state funds and also in terms of the support 
of ne e d - b a s e d  students in the state. So I t h i n k  this is an 
i mprovement and I do support i t . Th a n k  y o u .

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Th a n k  you, Mr. P r e s i d e n t  and m e mbers of the
body. As a member of the E d u c a t i o n  Committee, I
t h o u g h t ... several members h a v e  spoken, bu t  I thought it was 
n eces s a r y  to state some of the background, t hat we ha d  numerous 
hearings on the issue of n e e d - b a s e d  aid. W e  di d  have a bill, 
LB 1226. It was a p roposal t hat was agreed u p o n  b y  all the key 
players, and w hen I m e n t i o n  ke y  p l ayers t hat is the University 
of Nebraska, th e  state colleges, Neb r a s k a  c o m m u n i t y  colleges, 
the p r i v a t e  career schools and the p r i v a t e  i n d ependent c o l l e g e s .
They came together, work e d  out some of the d i f f e r e n c e s  that they
had p r e v i o u s l y  ha d  in r e l a t i o n s h i p  to the n e e d - b a s e d  p r o g r a m s . 
Because of the p olitics in the E d u c a t i o n  Committee, that bill 
d i d  not g«it out of committee. A n d  I guess b e c a u s e  of the 
principle. I'm no t  going to support. I k now this is a 
compromise, but I'm no t  g o i n g  to support S e n ator Chambers' 
amendment. I do feel that p r i v a t e  colleges do p r o v i d e  a very 
important role in this state. I think, as b e e n  said before, 
20 p e rcent of all of the students from this state do attend, 
which is about 21,500 students. The statistics are very, very 
good in relati o n s h i p  to the n u m b e r  of b a c c a l a u r e a t e  degrees that 
these students attain. About one-t h i r d  of all the b accalaureate 
degre es given in all of the colleges and u n i v e r s i t i e s  come from 
private i n d ependent c o l l e g e s . I th i n k  t h e s e  are some points 
that are v e r y  important. A lso I t h i n k  it was m e n t i o n e d  before 
that most of these s t u d e n t s , and all of the students that 
receive n e e d - b a s e d  aid at p r i v a t e  c olleges are Nebraska 
residents. This cannot be said of the other u n i v e r s i t i e s  or
state colleges. W ith that, I just t h ought that it was important 
to point out that there was agreement b e t w e e n  all of the
players, but t hat bill di d  not get out of committee and so
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